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Introduction When I first decided to look into the history of the WWII Royal Marine 
Camps in the County of Merionethshire that bordered Cardigan Bay in Wales, little did I 
realise what an interesting journey it would turn out to be. Going back in time, this story 
started with myself as a 9 year old boy in the summer months of 1943 and also during 
1944 going to stay for a few weeks in the town of Towyn (the spelling during WWII). All 
because my father, George Douglas Sheard, had been posted to a particular Royal 
Marine Camp called Gibraltar Camp based on the Peniarth Estate near to the village of 
Llanegryn. 
 
My mother and myself stayed for several weeks in a house on a road called Idris Villas 
just off the High Street of Tywyn. My father was able to obtain a ‘sleeping out’ pass as a 
married man and consequently was a great time for father and son because he had 
been away from home as he had been called up at least twelve months previously. 
 
My father, George Douglas Sheard was born on 15 September 1904 in Thornhill, West 
Riding of Yorkshire, the eldest son of Arnold and Alice Sheard. At the age of 
approximately 38 he was called up for military service in 1942 and was enlisted into the 
Royal Marines at Plymouth, his service number was PLY/X 109191. After initial training 
he was eventually posted out to Gibraltar Camp near the small village of Llanegryn.  
 
Records show that all five camps to be used by the Royal Marines were based in the 
Towyn area of the county of Merioneth and were called: 
 

• Burma, Llwyngwril 
• Crete, Barmouth 
• Gibraltar, Llanegryn 
• Iceland, Arthog 
• Matapan, Ynysymaengwyn 

 
Burma Camp was created seven miles north of Towyn (spelling during WWII) and 
half a mile before the small village of Llwyngwril. It was built on the west side below the 
A493 road, on both sides of the Cambrian Coast railway line by utilising what had been 
a farmer’s service tunnel underneath the railway and extended well towards the sea 
coast. The majority of buildings including many brick built barrack rooms, Nissen huts, 
stores, training rooms, the parade ground, car and lorry parking, a large rifle range and 
ammunition stores were between the Cambrian Railway and the sea-shore.  
 
Interestingly, by co-incidence, many visits and holidays were made by myself, John 
Barrie Sheard and his own immediate family and also family friends to stay at the newly 
created holiday caravan park, known as the Sunbeach Holiday Park, in the late 1960's 
and early 1970's and thus made me aware of much WWII history on this old camp. For 
example at the entrance gate to this camp on either side of the roadway were two stone 
built sentry posts and on the adjacent wall there was a concrete slab showing the Globe 
and Laurel crest of the Royal Marines built into the adjacent wall. Research on the 
ground in November 2013 revealed this original concrete slab near the service 
compound.  
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Original Globe and Laurel Crest of the Royal Marines Badge which used to be on  
the roadside next to the two sentry boxes outside the entrance to Burma Camp 

 
As one enters the site immediately on the sharp right hand bend there is a very long 40 
metre concrete hard-standing. My father explained in the war the first part was the 
Guard Room so that all visitors would show their passes, before being allowed into the 
camp proper. Behind the Guard Room was the officers’ mess used in the day-time, 
which was approached up some stone and concrete steps.  The Camp roadway slopes 
down steeply from the main road, first 90 degrees to the right and then a 90 degree 
bend to the left just before going under the railway line. At the time of visits in the late 
1960's and 1970's the great majority of concrete hard-standings found below the 
railway line were covered with hundreds of the larger type caravans, not the type 
capable of being towed by a car. 
 

 
 

Entrance Drive to Burma Camp – now the Sunbeach Holiday Park 
 
About 200 yards west from today’s caravan site shop going towards the sea one can 
still find what remains of the parade ground, the majority being built over with a large 
new building used as the caravan site’s recreation centre. On your right on the north 
side of what was the parade ground will be found a plinth constructed of natural rocks in 
the centre of this wall is the Globe and Laurels crest created in concrete identifying it as 
the Royal Marine saluting plinth / platform for parades during WWII. 
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Burma Camp is listed where Sten and Light Machine Carbine training, Grenade 
and Three Inch Gunnery was taught. In addition, for anti-aircraft gunnery they 
used Oerlikon 20 mm and Bofors 40 mm Guns, using moving targets where 
aircraft towed drogues for practice firing. The aircraft flew from either RAF 
Llanbedr or RAF Towyn. 
 

 
Saluting Platform at Burma Camp 

 

 
 

Another photograph of Saluting Platform at Burma Camp 
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Close up of Globe and Laurels 

 

 
Another Close up of Globe and Laurels 

 

 
Recreation Centre built on parade ground at Burma Camp 
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Royal Marine Saluting Platform at Burma Camp near Llwyngwril 

 

 
 

Officers’ Mess and Guard Room foundation base at entrance of Burma Camp 
 

 

 
 

Stone steps up to where Officers’ Mess was situated at Burma Camp 
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Crete Camp at Barmouth 
 
This camp is unlike any of the other four Royal Marine Camps and this has to be seen 
to be believed! It is in fact not a camp in the normal sense of the word as such, but 
consisted completely of a row of four storey Victorian houses known as Porkington 
Terrace in Barmouth. The terrace of large houses were requisitioned by the War Office 
and used as barracks from around 1942 until WWII came to its end.  
As one walks up from the footpath adjacent to the Cambrian Coast Railway line and its 
famous bridge over the Mawddach Estuary the houses stand facing you high above the 
roadway, known as Porkington Crescent. In front of Porkington Crescent and on the 
other side of the road there is a medium size public garden area which leads right down 
to a tunnel under the railway onto the beach and the actual estuary.  
Here, like at Iceland Camp the men were primarily taught Seamanship and 
landing craft operations using DUKW’s and were able to take their landing craft, 
which were parked in this public garden area when not in use, and could be driven 
directly into the Mawddach Estuary. This garden was also used for many Nissen huts 
used for storage. 
 

 
 

Porkington Crescent (Crete Camp) as viewed from near the Fairbourne narrow gauge  
railway terminus on the opposite side of the Mawddach Estuary 

 

 
 

Porkington Crescent as seen from the Barmouth Railway Bridge which overlooks the Mawddach Estuary 
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Pubic Gardens in front of Porkington Crescent on which DUKW’s were parked before daily training commenced 
 

 

 
 

Porkington Crescent overlooking Mawddach Estuary and tunnel under Cambrian Coast railway  
allowing amphibious DUKW’s direct access from Public Gardens into the estuary 

 
 

 
 

Close-up of tunnel used by amphibious DUKW’s to enter the Mawddach Esturary 
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Gibraltar Camp at Llanegryn was built on land included within the Peniarth 
Estate including Peniarth House near the village of Llanegryn. Many of the brick 
buildings constructed for this camp are still standing and currently used for farming 
purposes, although many are in need of attention. 
 
Gibraltar Camp is listed as used for Drill; Seamanship, Rowing and Boat handling 
on the river Dysynni; Rope Work; Knots and Splicing; Assault Courses. Part of 
this training was supervised by Royal Navy Petty Officers and Chief Petty Officers 

 
The house known as Peniarth House at the beginning of WWII was owned by Colonel 
J. F. Williams-Wynne, DSO which was requisitioned and used as the officers' mess for 
both Gibraltar Camp and also Burma Camp. In addition it was also the Royal Marine 
General Training (RMGT) (Wales) Headquarters. The entrance gate to Peniarth House 
officers' mess was nearer to the village of Llanegryn down a long straight drive, at this 
entrance the crest of the Williams-Wynne family is on both sides of the gateway. 
 

 
 

Entrance to Peniarth House – home of the Williams-Wynne family 
 
 
The main entrance to the camp itself, approximately quarter of a mile further away from 
Llanegryn village was through a splayed vehicular entrance gateway built of brick, part 
of which is now demolished. This immediately led to the Guard Room on the left (now 
demolished) and then the majority of the buildings forming the camp were approached 
by a roadway, several hundreds of yards further down and then through and behind a 
large wood.  
 
Whilst the Camp in WWII was estimated to hold over one thousand men, with almost a 
hundred Nissen huts and brick built barrack rooms, today it is a far different story. All 
the Nissen huts have been removed but many of the larger brick-built buildings still 
remain having been turned either into farm buildings of one sort or another or just left to 
deteriorate and many show signs of disrepair. In addition, many of the concrete bases 
of the Nissen huts remain and are situated within the woods and have almost entirely 
gone back to nature with decades of leaves and also small trees growing there. The 
current owner of Peniarth Estate, Mr William Williams-Wynne, kindly provided me with 
an Ordnance Survey published around the 1960’s which shows just what a large Camp 
it was during the War. This particular map is shown on the next page.. 
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Ordnance Survey Map showing Peniarth Estate on which Gibraltar Camp was built in 1942 
 
The solid black are the outline of buildings still existing in the 1960’s including Peniarth 
House itself and also original camp buildings converted into use as farm buildings used 
for animal husbandry purposes and storage of materials. The hatched outline of 
buildings are what remained of the concrete hard standing bases after the Nissen huts 
and other Army buildings had been dismantled. 
 
It also indicates and confirms what a vast area the whole camp covered. South west of 
Peniarth House from the river Dysynni can be seen a strip of land going in a northerly 
direction. Up until 1942 this was another entrance into the private estate and entrance 
to Peniarth House from the Bryncrug direction. The Royal Engineers actually 
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demolishing the whole stone bridge and with explosives dropping into the river bed in 
1942, thus making the whole camp much more easily patrolled and guarded from 
intruders. 
 

 
 

Main entrance for troops and senior NCO’s to Gibraltar Camp 
 
 
Peniarth House may also be approached down this roadway through woods meeting 
the main House entrance drive at the rear of the House. 
 

 
 

 
 

Parade Ground at Gibraltar Camp 
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Gymnasium at Gibraltar Camp 
 

 
 

Camp Incinerator at Gibraltar Camp 
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Bakehouse at Gibraltar Camp now used for farm storage 

 

 
 

Cinema at Gibraltar Camp now used as farm building 
 

 
 

Large Workshop used by REME for servicing and repair of vehicles 
 
 

 
 

Peniarth House used as Officers’ Mess during WWII 
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Llanegryn Naval Hospital  
 
Interestingly in this same area, on the opposite side of the main road and slightly nearer 
to Bird Rock going eastwards, there are the remains (walls and roofs still in place) of a 
large naval hospital which was built, and which was staffed by Royal Navy doctors and 
medical staff under a Surgeon Commander. After the war the hospital buildings were 
used by a Ministry of Defence department but in the last decade are now in a complete 
state of dereliction. 
 

 
 

Guard Room and Reception at Naval Hospital at Llanegryn 
 
 
 

 
 

Original Naval Hospital Buildings in November 2013 
 
 

 
 

Llanegryn Naval Hospital showing two wards and connecting corridor 
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Iceland Camp at Arthog was built on the banks of the estuary of the river 
Mawddach on land owned by Fegla Fawr Farm. Here there is a Victorian terrace of 
eight substantial houses known as Mawddach Crescent facing onto the Estuary, which 
was built in 1902 by Mr.Soloman Andrews a Cardiff entrepreneur as the possible site 
for an Edwardian development.  
 
To get to Iceland Camp you have to leave the A493 road at Arthog and go towards 
Morffa Mawddach Railway Station (originally known as Barmouth Junction) where there 
is a gated roadway to your right leading towards the estuary over farm land. 
 
The eight families residing in the terrace in 1941 were given the option of moving out or 
confining themselves to the lower floor, four of them decided to stay, leaving the Royal 
Marines to requisition and occupy all the top floors and four of the lower ones.  
 
The dividing walls on the first floor of these houses were broken through and so this 
made all the rooms interconnected. The eastern most house on both floors being used 
as the Sergeants' Mess.  About 200 yards further upstream was the Camp Training 
Cinema, the base of which is still easily seen and also Bryn Celyn Cottage, this is 
reported to have also been requisitioned as the Officers' Mess. The guard room is 
reported to have been on the concrete base on the flat clearing between Mawddach 
Terrace and the hill behind. In addition, this was the site of the Camp’s library. 
 
Iceland Camp is listed as used for both Seamanship and the handling of naval 
craft including amphibious landing craft including DUKW’s. 
 
 

 
 

The eastern end of Mawddach Crescent 
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Western end of Mawddach Crescent 
 

 
 

The whole of Mawddach Crescent from Estuary Wall 
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Just before reaching the terrace of houses, known as Mawddach Crescent and before 
the woods start there are two sentry boxes of concrete and stone built at the entrance 
to the Camp. Unfortunately the one on the right hand side of the roadway is leaning 
badly today. Bearing in mind they were built seventy one (71) years ago in 1942 they 
have certainly lasted very well. 

 
The two sentry boxes built at the entrance to Iceland Camp 

 

 
Close up of one of the concrete and stone sentry boxes 

 
Once through the woods instead of turning left to the terrace of houses situated on a 
Private Road, if you turn right and follow the roadway you can park just before the cattle 
grid entrance which leads to a private farm entrance roadway. Here you can easily park 
on either a large concrete hard standing (originally the NAAFI) or by the concrete wall 
of the Mawddach Estuary. A short walk up the hillock to your right and known as Fegla 
Fawr, you enter a large wooded area where around twelve to fifteen concrete hard-
standings still exist if one looks carefully. These were used primarily as the training 
rooms provided for the Royal Marines and other soldiers and sailors.  
Careful examination of this grassed area will find both the entrance steps and many 
training room concrete bases. Pathways from room to room are also evident. The 
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dense canopy of trees over this area would in WWII have provided very natural 
camouflage. 

 
 

Concrete hard-standing underneath canopy of trees at Iceland Camp site 
 

 
 

Looking downhill with evidence of hard-standings at Iceland Camp site 
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Concrete steps from training huts down to NAAFI 

 
Below this area there is still evidence of a concrete pathway and some steps down to 
the roadway and on careful examination one may find the basic remains of the troop’s 
urinals built behind the large concrete hard-standing where the NAAFI for Iceland Camp 
was built. 
 

 
 

Concrete base and urinal half channel behind NAAFI block 
 

 
 

Concrete base where the original Iceland Camp Cinema was built on a natural slope 
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Matapan Camp at Ynysymaengwyn 
 
The Camp was built on the left hand side of the main road A493 going from Tywyn to 
Bryncrug on the Ynysymaengwyn estate land. Currently, in 2013, it is the 
Ynysymaengwyn Holiday Park.. 
 
A careful examination of the Camp site reveals only one remaining ex Royal Marine 
large brick built building. However, a careful examination under decades of natural leaf 
falls easily finds the concrete hard standings built for Nissen huts and barrack rooms. 
 

 
 

The last remaining original Royal Marine camp building within this site 
 

 
 

View of the last remaining WWII Royal Marine building from west end 
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Evidence of concrete Nissen Hut or Barrack Room base 
 

 
 

More evidence of many concrete WWII barrack room bases can be found 
 

The rest of this extensive caravan site reveals the remainder of what is left of the 
Ynysymaengwyn family estate including site of the Mansion House built by the original 
Corbet family. It was burnt down in the 1963 on the instructions of the then Towyn 
Urban District Council because the building had become unsafe. The Mansion House 
had been used as the officers’ mess during its use by the Royal Marines in WWII. 
 
Within the records of the Royal Marines this camp is down as used for initial 
kitting out and for assignment to the various tasks plus also as specialising in 
both Drill and Range Training, using the Tywyn Rifle Range, previously used by the 
Territorial Army, on Penllyn, in Tywyn. Another publication states that Matapan was one 
of the principal bases for training Royal Marines in seamanship for landing craft as 
crewmen, coxswains and gun crews. This estate is very extensive and reaches 
northwards towards river Dysynni. 
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By the entrance there is a gate-house and on the wall there is a crest taken from the 
Corbet coat of arms of the black raven.  
 

 
 

Crest showing black raven part of original Corbet family crest 
 
At the entrance of this camp there are two distinguished built large gate posts of 
concrete and stone and show in colour a crest of an elephant complete with its large 
covered human carrying saddle. 
 

 
 

Close-up of crest on entrance gate pillars 
 
 
 

 
 

Entrance gates to Matapan Camp now Ynysymaengwyn Holiday Park 
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The Corbet family crest within Ynysymaengwyn Holiday Park 

Additional extra early history of Ynysymaengwyn 
Ynysymaengwyn (sometimes Ynysmaengwyn) was a gentry house in the parish of    
Tywyn, Gwynedd (formerly Merioneth), situated near the south bank of the River 
Dysynni. The name means 'the meadow of the white stone'. From the late medieval 
period until the twentieth century, Ynysymaengwyn, situated roughly a mile from Tywyn 
by the road to Bryncrug, was by far the most powerful estate in the parish. The family's 
wealth is revealed in official records and also in the Welsh poetry composed to its 
leading members. The estate may be traced back to the 1330's with a considerable 
history within the Tywyn district. 

The Corbet family 
Ynysymaengwyn was inherited by Sir James and Elizabeth's daughter Bridget who 
married Robert Corbet (d. 1644), the third son of Sir Vincent Corbet of Moreton Corbet. 
Robert Corbet was a Royalist during the English Civil War.  The original 
Ynysymaengwyn was burnt to the ground to prevent it from falling into the hands of the 
Parliamentarians.  

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the Corbet family of Ynysymaengwyn 
played a leading role in the Tywyn area. They were still patrons of Welsh culture in the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.  

The Corbets were responsible for draining much of the morfa or salt marsh between the 
town and the Dysynni River, which greatly increased the land available for farming in 
that part of the parish. The estate was also famous for its gardens. The raven was the 
Corbet family emblem and the bird is still used on the Tywyn town crest. The current 
Corbett Arms Hotel was formerly known as The Raven.  

John Corbett (1817-1901) 
Ynysmaengwyn was bought by John Corbett of Droitwich in 1878. He was not related 
to the previous Corbet family, but the thought of moving to an area whose residents 
were long accustomed to tugging a forelock at the mention of the name certainly 
appealed to him. Although not a permanent resident, his main business being 
connected with the salt industry in Droitwich near Birmingham, Corbett spent long 
periods and even more money in Tywyn, and some of the town's key features are the 
product of his investments. He developed the water and sewerage system and also 
constructed the promenade at a cost of some £30,000. He gave land and money for the 
Market Hall, built to celebrate Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897. It was his 



                                                                                                                                     

Page 24 of 26  
 

money that enabled Brynarfor (formerly a private school) to be opened as 'Towyn 
Intermediate School' in 1894. He rebuilt the Corbett Arms Hotel (from then on spelled 
with two’t’s), and also contributed to the Assembly Room (1893), now Tywyn Cinema. 
Despite the fact that his involvement transformed Tywyn, he was not much loved, and 
upon his death on 22 April 1901, the local newspaper noted that "he had more than the 
usual reserve of the Englishman". 

Later years 
John Corbett became legally separated from his wife Anna Eliza (née O'Meara) in 
1884, and a court order prevented her from living within 40 miles of Corbett's homes. 
Upon his death in 1901 the estate went to his brother Dr Thomas Corbett. It was only 
on Thomas's death in 1906 that Ann Corbett (d. 1914) was able to return to a warm 
welcome from the local people, as her son Roger John Corbett (1863–1942) took over 
the estate. Following Roger's death his sister Mary in 1951 eventually gave the estate 
to the council. The council was unable to find the cost of the necessary repairs, and the 
house was used for firefighting practice and army training and soon had to be 
demolished.  A dovecote built by Ann Owen (d. 1760) still survives. 
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Map of Lleyn Peninsula & Snowdonia 

Location of Camps used during WWII  
in and around Tywyn in Gwynedd 
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